ACN: 1109473

Time / Day

Date : 201308
Local Time Of Day : 1201-1800

Place

Locale Reference.Airport : BVU.Airport
State Reference : NV
Relative Position.Angle.Radial : 225
Relative Position.Distance.Nautical Miles : 10
Altitude.MSL.Single Value : 6000

Environment

Flight Conditions : VMC
Weather Elements / Visibility.Visibility : 50
Light : Daylight
Ceiling.Single Value : 22000

Aircraft

Reference : X
ATC / Advisory.Center : ZLA
Aircraft Operator : Personal
Make Model Name : Small Transport
Crew Size.Number Of Crew : 1
Operating Under FAR Part : Part 91
Flight Plan : None
Mission : Personal
Flight Phase : Initial Climb
Route In Use : Direct
Airspace.Class E : ZLA

Person

Reference : 1
Location Of Person.Aircraft : X
Location In Aircraft : Flight Deck
Reporter Organization : Personal
Function.Flight Crew : Pilot Flying
Qualification.Flight Crew : Flight Instructor
Qualification.Flight Crew : Commercial
Experience.Flight Crew.Total : 4500
Experience.Flight Crew.Last 90 Days : 100
Experience.Flight Crew.Type : 75
ASRS Report Number.Accession Number : 1109473
Human Factors : Physiological - Other
Human Factors : Distraction
Analyst Callback : Attempted

Events

Anomaly.Inflight Event / Encounter : Other / Unknown
Detector.Person : Flight Crew
When Detected : In-flight
Result.General : None Reported / Taken

Assessments

Contributing Factors / Situations : Environment - Non Weather Related
Contributing Factors / Situations : Human Factors
Primary Problem : Environment - Non Weather Related

Narrative: 1

During the initial climb after a VFR departure from BVU (Boulder City airport) via GPS to the DAG VOR on an approximately heading of 225 the Co-pilot and I were distracted and momentarily blinded by the sun reflecting off of mirrors at the solar power plant facility located near the CA-NV border near the town of Primm. This solar power plant which I believe is still under construction consists of three massive circular arrays of thousands of mirrors oriented inward toward a central tower. As soon as we cleared the mountains southwest of BVU from 6,000 to 12,000 FT MSL still climbing there were three very bright reflections (one from each solar array) of the sun into the pilots and copilots eyes. The reflection from the northernmost array was the brightest and the largest and grew in size as we flew closer to the facility. 

The flight path of our aircraft passed overhead of this facility. At its brightest neither the pilot nor co-pilot could look in that direction due to the intense brightness. From the pilot's seat of my aircraft the brightness was like looking into the sun and it filled about 1/3 of the co-pilots front windshield. In my opinion the reflection from these mirrors was a hazard to flight because for a brief time I could not scan the sky in that direction to look for other aircraft.

Synopsis

A flight crew experienced a very bright, intense light from three solar complexes which interfered with their ability to scan for traffic while climbing westbound between 6,000 and 12,000 feet along J60/V12 southwest of NATEE Intersection.

  

ACN: 1108757

Time / Day

Date : 201308
Local Time Of Day : 0601-1200

Place

Locale Reference.ATC Facility : ZLA.ARTCC
State Reference : CA
Altitude.MSL.Single Value : 36000

Environment

Flight Conditions : VMC

Aircraft

Reference : X
ATC / Advisory.Center : ZLA
Aircraft Operator : Air Carrier
Make Model Name : B757 Undifferentiated or Other Model
Crew Size.Number Of Crew : 2
Operating Under FAR Part : Part 121
Flight Plan : IFR
Mission : Passenger
Flight Phase : Cruise
Airspace.Class A : ZLA

Person

Reference : 1
Location Of Person.Aircraft : X
Location In Aircraft : Flight Deck
Reporter Organization : Air Carrier
Function.Flight Crew : Captain
Function.Flight Crew : Pilot Not Flying
Qualification.Flight Crew : Air Transport Pilot (ATP)
Experience.Flight Crew.Total : 21000
Experience.Flight Crew.Last 90 Days : 150
Experience.Flight Crew.Type : 5000
ASRS Report Number.Accession Number : 1108757
Human Factors : Physiological - Other
Human Factors : Distraction

Events

Anomaly.Inflight Event / Encounter : Other / Unknown
Detector.Person : Flight Crew
When Detected : In-flight
Result.General : None Reported / Taken

Assessments

Contributing Factors / Situations : Human Factors
Primary Problem : Human Factors

Narrative: 1

On J6 in the EED area and continuing for several minutes, a blinding reflection occurred from an apparent solar array WSW of LAS (NW of our position). The effect was similar to a LASER illumination when glancing toward the vicinity of the reflection.

Synopsis

A B757 Captain reported a blinding reflection that lasted several minutes from an apparent solar array in the vicinity of EED.

